Strains of coagulase negative staphylococci (CNS) are the main bacteria species causing infection of the mammary gland in dairy cows, goats and sheep (Silanikove et al., 2014a) . Recently, Tomazi et al. (2015) published a paper showing that apart from a modest increase in somatic cell count, infection with CNS had no effect on milk yield and milk composition of the infected glands in comparison to uninfected glands. Whereas, we cannot argue with the data itself, we think that simple adoption of the implication of this study might be associated with spreading of erroneous concept regarding the importance of CNS infection in dairy cows husbandry.
In the introduction, Tomazi et al. (2015) stated: "To our knowledge, no study has reported the effect of IMI caused by CNS on milk yield and composition by comparison of healthy and infected contralateral mammary quarters." The results of Leitner et al. (2006 Leitner et al. ( , 2011 and Silanikove et al. (2014b) report on the effect of infection with CNS by comparing noninfected and infected contralateral mammary quarters in dairy cows and similar studies has been carried on in sheep and goats (Silanikove et al., 2014a) . These results clearly show that infection of a single mammary gland with CNS is associated with significant changes of milk composition in the infected gland in comparison to the uninfected one: Most notably, infection was associated with significant increase in casein degradation due to increased plasmin activity (Leitner et al., 2006 (Leitner et al., , 2011 . The increased casein degradation was associated with poorer clotting parameters as reflected by lower curd firmness and increased rennet clotting time, consistent with similar findings in goats and sheep (Leitner et al., 2011; Silanikove et al., 2014a) . In contradiction to the finding of Tomazi et al. (2015) , the reduction in lactose concentration in infected gland was highly significant in comparison to uninfected ones (P < 0.0091 -Leitner et al., 2006; P < 0.001 - Leitner et al., 2011; Silanikove et al., 2014b) and models that explained the interrelationship between reduction in lactose concentration and decrease in milk quality for curdling were presented and discussed (Leitner et al., 2011; Silanikove et al., 2014b) . To complete the picture, it should be taken into account that there are evidences that mixing bacterially contaminated milk with milk from non-contaminated glands affects negatively the clotting parameters of the uninfected milk (i.e., of the mixture; Silanikove et al., 2014a) and such mixing may explain the variability of milk quality for curdling on the dairy farm bulk tank level (Leitner et al., 2008 ).
In conclusion, the effect of CNS on milk production on the whole cow level is relatively small (~ 5% -Silanikove et al., 2014b), or absent (see results from Schukken's group, cited in Tomazi et al., 2015) . The lack of significant reduction in milk yield is the result of dilution of the lower yield of a single gland and compensation of milk yield increase by the other uninfected glands (Silanikove et al., 2014a,b) . However, the effect of CNS infection on milk quality for cheese production is not compensable and may even affect negatively milk quality of bacteria-free milk. As the use of dairy cows milk for cheese production represents significant proportion of milk production (about 40%), we hope that this letter will raise the awareness to consider the effect of CNS on milk quality in future studies. Bovine subclinical intramammary infection caused by coagulase-negative staphylococci increases somatic cell count but has no effect on milk yield or composition. J. Dairy Sci. 98, 3071-3078.
